IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit 1651 ^ ^ 

I, Leslie Lindsay Smith, hereby certify that ^hr/s 
correspondence is being deposited with the US Postal ServiceT^-£ 



In re 

Patent Application of 

Hassan K. Sreenath 

Application No. 09/915,028 

Confirmation No.: 7045 

Filed: July 25, 2001 

Examiner: Prats, Francisco Chandler 

"METHOD FOR SIMULTANEOUS 
SACCHARJJFICATION AND 
FERMENTATION OF SPENT CELLULOSE 
SAUSAGE CASINGS" 



as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on ^ 
the date of my signature. <r fr 1 

Signature ~ « 



ate of my signature. 



Date of Signal 




RESPONSE TO OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to a June 5, 2003 Office Communication and Interview Summary, 
Applicant requests entry of the following statement. 

In the summary of the May 28, 2003 interview, the Examiner noted that "potential 
strategies for overcoming the objections of record, such as the potential unexpected result of 
the ability to use less cellulose compared to Lacoste due to simultaneous saccharification and 
fermentation" were discussed during the interview. 

Applicant's attorney emphasized that it is unexpected that one can conduct 
simultaneous saccharification and fermentation on spent sausage casings due to the presence 
of chemicals used in the sausage industry to inhibit microbial growth. 

This Statement supplements Applicant's Response and Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement filed June 23, 2003. 




* 



Applicant notes that the publication entitled "Simultaneous Saccharification and 
Fermentation of Cellulose to Lactic Acid" Biosciences Technology (1997) 62:91-98, 
compares simultaneous saccharification and fermentation to simple saccharification and 
fermentation. 

No fee is believed due with this submission. However, in the event Applicant has 
overlooked the need to request an extension of time, please consider this a request for the 
same. 

Please charge or credit Deposit Account No. 50-0842 with any shortage or 



overpayment of the fees associated with this communication. A duplicate copy of this sheet 
is enclosed. 



File No. 096429-9108 

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 
One South Pinckney Street 
P. O. Box 1806 
Madison, WI 53701-1806 
(608) 257-3501 




-2- 



